
 
 

Campaign of La Boissière-Ecole 1815 
(21-22 August 2021) 

 

 
 

Europe õs premium immersion -friendly Living -

History campaign tactical weekend  is coming back 

in 2021 éAre you ready to live the  Na poleonic 

campaign dre am that only this event can provi de ? 
 

1815, after the battl e of Waterloo, the French army is in route and  

the reserves around  Paris are being organise d for the purpose of 

defending the capital from the Allied  advance. The 248 th  Military 

Detachment, a composite unit made up of various drafts from 

different  regiments  from  the different nations of Allied field armies 

of Waterloo , is instructed to locate, h assle and force the Imperial 

forces within the La Boissiére -Ecole area to battle.  

 
 



Event Background 
 
¢ƘŜ ά[ŀ .ƻƛǎǎƛŞǊŜ-9ŎƻƭŜ мумрέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƛƴŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ re-enactors who were 
fed-up of the bog-standard, scripted, 9am-to-5pm events that were available to them throughout 
Europe and which they had started out on during their first days in the re-enactment hobby. It 
became apparent to them all that what they had read in memoirs heard in conferences and seen in 
documentaries was often very far from what was sold to them on many of these events but 
recognising to some extent that the rules of society and the modern way of life meant that this was 
the way it would certainly stay unless they took matters into their own hands and created their own 
event. 
And create their own event is exactly what they went and did! 
 

 
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƭƛƪŜ-minded people got 
togethŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊέ ό/ƘŀǊǘŜ ŘΩIƛǎǘƻire-Vivante) was 
born. This simple document put on paper what their ideas and aspirations within their hobby were 
and spelt them out into simple rules that took into account national legislation, modern welfare and, 
most importantly, the thirst to re-create on the field a 18th century time-zone for the space of a 
weekend. 
 
It was then decided to organise a calendar which would contain events representing the different 
types of situations that military men might find themselves in: Within a garrison, in a camp, inside 
barracks and of course, on campaign. For the latter, it was decided that the village of La Boissiére-
Ecole was the ideal location for this sort of event. 
 
Several editions of this event have taken place since then and the participants have always been 
satisfied with their outing and the numbers of participants has increased with each edition. The 
ŜǾŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ away as Malta and the 
United States of America! 



Event Background 
 
The following are selected comments form our past participants concerning the event: 
 
Stuart Wardley (15th Light Dragoons) ς  
ñThis event was, as many in the 
15th described "awesome" I say 
this from the cavalry perspective as 
in total we spent about 15 hours 
over the two days doing what can 
only be described as proper light 
cavalry stuff and "living that 
dream". For once the majority of 
the "euro nags" we had were good, 
fit and capable of carrying a fully 
loaded dragoon patrolling all day, 
and then still have enough to fight 
30 plus French cavalry but at about 
4-1 they had no chance!!. From 
what I could see of the Rifles and 
Infantry, they all seemed to be 
enjoying it and getting into the true 
spirit of the event. 
 
This event has so much potential to develop into something very different and special that 
offers much more than just walking onto a square field, having a fight and then walking off 
again. Even for line infantry it would give them an insight and different perspective not often 
experienced. Yes there may well be some marching around but not knowing where the 
enemy is or whether you are going to be ambushed by and enemy force adds that different 
dimension. I think that it is this type of event that does sort out the "men/women from the 
"boys/girls" as it does really test your knowledge and abilities as a reenactor. 
 
So thanks to everyone who took part and made this one of the best, most realistic events I 
have ever done in 12 years of doing this stuff.ò 
 
Stephen Bennett (15th Light Dragoons) ς  
ñIn my experience, campaign events at 
La Boissiére-Ecole test all aspects of a 
cavalrymanôs skill set. Reconnaissance, 
screening, and raiding, through security 
and escort duties, to combined arms 
manoeuvre ï all the while keeping your 
mount and yourself in good order. 
 
In addition to feeding, grooming, and 
watering your mount in a campaign 
setting, i.e. on the move, you also need 
to be able to make-do and mend ï there 
is no car boot in easy reach with spare 
equipment. For those that love 
combining horses with military living 
history, this takes things to a whole new 
level.ò 
 



Practical Information 
 
1) Powder 
There is no powder issue for this event and 
groups are required to provide their own 
ammunition throughout the event. 
However, the organisers will be able to buy 
powder on behalf of interested parties for a 
certain price. Please get in touch with the 
organisers to discuss your requirements. 
 
2) Food 
This is a private event and no food subsidy 
will be organised. Troops are to bring their 
own food for the weekend (which must be 
ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΧbh t[!{¢LC) and to 
perhaps use their persuasive powers to 
scrounge or buy food from the locals. As the 
troops will mostly be on the march, it is 
important that each soldier must be able to 
carry all his provisions on his person. 
 
Please ensure that there are no modern wrappers, containers, plates, etc, at any time that you are 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ άǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎέύΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
once the food has left your vehicle, it should be conserved in a period-style package for the 
remainder of the weekend and it is therefore strongly advised to choose ingredients that can be 
easily kept.  
 
3) Toilets & Water 
Public toilets are available at the 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀƭƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
the Town Hall and the school. Other 
more rustic areas will be designated as 
latrines within the different bivouacs. 
It is to be noted that only possible 
bivouac areas where there may be an 
available water-point will be 
considered for the campaign weekend. 
There will also be several άwatering-
holesέ set up in several strategic 
locations of the field of operations and, 
of course, participants are encouraged 
to seek out water from the local 
inhabitants. 
 
4) Straw & Fire-wood 
Straw will be provided and firewood will have to be gathered from surrounding hedges and trees.  
 
 
 
 
 



5) Tentage 
Considering the nature of the 
activities of the weekend, it is 
insisted upon, both for historical 
experimentation and convenience, 
that participants construct 
makeshift shelters and leave their 
tents at home. Since the troops will 
be sleeping on different locations 
each night, it would be a most 
unbearable burden to ask the 
soldiers to carry tents on their 
backs. 
 
6) Horses 
La Boissiére-9ŎƻƭŜΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŜǉǳŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ centers, of which there are many in the 
area. The organisers can book a mount for any cavalryman wishing to hire one for the weekend, in 
exchange of a fee to be confirmed. The cavalry at LBE is used as scouts and messengers for the 
infantry detachments and, as such, it is an event which calls for bone afide light cavalry missions. At 
the moment, the organisers envisage establishing a quota of 1 cavalry soldier for every 10 infantry 
soldiers. If you wish to bring your own mount, the organisers can provide a stable, straw, water and 
food free of charge for the evening. Any questions you may have can be answered upon request. 
 
7) Participation Fee 
Since this is a completely private 
event, and therefore without any 
financial support from public powers 
or sponsors, it will be asked that 
each participant pays a participation 
fee. This fee has always been used to 
pay for general organizational costs 
and, essentially, for the hire of a 
horse and cart to act as our logistic 
train over the weekend. The amount 
will be communicated later once all 
costs have been calculated but 
should noǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ нл ϵΦ 
 
8) 24hr Campaigning 
Contrary to traditional ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ άфŀƳ-рǇƳέ 
program. It is run as a 24hr campaign weekend, which will start at 06h00 Saturday and end at 12h00 
on the Sunday. The reason for the early stop on the Sunday is to allow our British, Belgian, Dutch and 
German participants to be able to pack up and return home at a reasonable hour after the efforts of 
the previous day. 
 
Military hours and campaign dispositions will all be taking place between these hours and historical 
personas must as much as possible remain in place. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƳƻŘŜǊƴ ȊƻƴŜǎέ 
will be designated away from living-history areas in order to provide ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǇǊƛǎŜ 
from their representation if they wish. 
 
 
 



Uniform and Kit Guidelines 
 
The event is set during the month of July 1815, after the battle of Waterloo and during the Allied 
drive to capture the French capital. Therefore, participants from all nations involved in the 
Napoleonic Wars are welcome provided that their uniform and kit meet the requirements of the 
announced scenario. Below is are some specific information relating to the principal nations involved 
in previous editions and if your impression doesnΩt cover these nations, you are welcome to get in 
touch with the organisers to discuss your situation:  
 
1) French line/light  infantry 
Clothing ς   Pre-1812 Habit-long or M1812 Habit Bardin. 
Trousers ς  White campaign overalls. 
Headgear ς  M1806, M1808 or M1812 shako with black cover, no pompom/plumes. 
Accoutrements ς Cartridge-box covered by a white linen cover. 
   Cowhide backpack. 
   NO breadbags. 
 
2) French Old Guard infantry 
Clothing ς   Pre-1812 Habit-long. 
Trousers ς  Blue woolen trousers. 
Headgear ς  Bearskin bonnets, no plume. 
Accoutrements ς Cartridge-box covered by a white linen cover. 
   Cowhide backpack. 
   NO breadbags. 
 
3) Local National Guard (see images below) 
Clothing ς   Long dark blue linen shirt. 
Trousers ς  White, grey or civilian breeches/trousers. 
Headgear ς  Shako (no plate) or civilian hats. 
Accoutrements ς Cartridge-box held by a black leather cross-belt. 

Cowhide backpack with black or white straps. 
   Linen breadbags or leather game bags. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


